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SGAMTBATION, ATS AMD PLANS 


i. - Che Conservatives are “ch vet vel organizec anc carnet cet ee considered 
 wery eckerent rrour. Generally sreakirr, they are (1) wealthy rersons, 
tellectuais, or tceehniclans, (2) anti-Freneh, (3) anti-Corrupist, anc 
(2) rrowArerican. Any coherence whieh has been achieved ur to the rreser; 
vime revolves aroun? a seeret organization which is rrovistcnally entitled 

' van Tan Chu Mane or New lemocra: &.ferty. This rare will urccubtedly be — 

/ angee later, “ren ane 4f the crorrar heeores more definite. The leadin: 

spirit of the Tan Dan Cru Dene fron the intclicetual and theoretical roins 
of view js HAM quane Thien, a ee 


°. The aim of the Tan Dan Chu Dang is ultimately to contrel the Vietnam Governe= 
ent to the prartical ex-lnsion of cther elerents--French, Corrunists, Naticn= 
list Front, ete. For this rurrese the frcur intents to move eautiovsly and | 
»voie the mistekes of other Vaticnslist rartios such as the Maticnalist F ont, 
-. “ek anneunced a rroprar before tkey ber the means of implementing it. ‘>< 
i? Dan Cho Taner rerarés the Naticnal’st Front as incacable, corrupt and. 
cYarrertant and will not coorerste rith it. The Tan fan Chu Tang is sinc :arly 
free of any rreconeeivec ifeas rerareing the form of roverntent best'acaried 
*9 Vietnar an? the fina] method of eaining control of such a governrent. | 


30 ‘ae action proprar of the Tan Tan Chu Tene -$11 he civided into periods o: one 
var each, The first yeareeberinnine <fter the cenclusion of the fortheor ng _ 
“srnco-Vietnam truce (?)\-will be fevoted te rreparetion ané study, perticn larly 
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a Cetailed Giagnosis of Indochine and its important personalities. Careful 
dossiers are kept on these rersonalities with a view to rutting them to use 

at the prorer time. A study of the forms of government of varicus countries 

will also he concuctec. It is felt that for Vietnam a cemcecratic government 
based rourhly on that of the United States wovld be ideal, but it is recognized 
that Vietnam may not he rire for such a fovernment and that a pericd of one-party 
tutelage may he necessary. The rovernment machine is being built, including 

the nucleus of a private secret police organization which has been actively 
functioning since 6 March 1946. Later, a decisicn will be made regarding the 
method of gaining control of the government--whether by election or a coup 


dietat, 


The means acorted by members of the grovp for building the machine and preparing 
for power during the first year may be divided into six parts: (1) Fetablish a 
number of business concerns which will be at the same time a pood cover and a 
source cf self-finance for political activity. (2) Issue a magazine or news- 
paper with the helr of a staff of men of letters, proragancists, economists, 
“tees this publicaticy will ceal with cultural, philosophical and economic 
atters, hut not politics as such. It will be the crgan of the “Association 
our the Remaking of Men", a philosophic and moral society more or less based on 
ske teachings of Alexis Carrel and which will te one of the comronent parts of 
vhe Tan Dan Chu Pang. (2) DAM quanr Thien will open a clinic for the treatment 
ci pental Cisturbances. This will ee useful work in rsychiatry and at the same 
“’me rrovice a means of collecting inforraticn for rersonal dossiers. (4) Open 
t number of schocls for srecialized training in psycholory, electro-rhysics, 
neristry, ete. Again, these schools will provide training for future leacers 
and at the same tire act as cover for other activities. (5) Employ a staff of 
swanslators to translate books of friendly countries into Annamese. One cr 
she ereatest neecs of Vietnam is a more intirate understanding of current trends 
sf thoveht in ether countries. (6) Organize an elaborate set of statistics on 
cersonalities through the above reans and through the presently-organizec, nucleus 


of the rrivate secret police. | 


Tre ultirate aim of the Tan Tan Chu Tang is to "establish a government which will 
be friendly to the ‘most powerful nation in. the world’, i.e. the United States, 
order to seeure prosperity an¢ hapriness for the people." The ¢reup recognizes 
vat one of the principal problems will he to convince the people that the 
otalinist-Cormunists in Indochina and elsewhere, despite their propaganda, have 
net in fact been working for the coed of the reorle but only for the good of the 
Communists, an? that they have been in fact exploiting the people in Indochina 
13t as the French Aid. In erder te convince the people of this, strong ccunter 
oraganda will be necessary. For the rurrose of organizing such rropagan:s: the 
1. Dan Cru Dang has bern pathering a mass of facts which, slightly doctored, can 
used jn public propaganda an¢ in whispering campaigns. However, the group 
-eeopnizes that ene of the risks of such counter-propaganda may be to driv: some 
or the reeipients into the carr cf the Trotskyists (see previous rcrort on the 
~tskyist Foverent in Indochina). Another hazard which the group recognizes 
thin its own ranks ia the possibility that means of a somewhat Fascist character 
vy te required in order to counter the effects of the accomplishrents to cete 


2 the Stalinist-Communists in Indochina. 
MPORTAYT ETKPTRS OF TH TAN DAM CHE PANG 


DAM quang Thien, the most important member of the party, was torn in Tonkin of a 
“wealthy Pandarin family. He himself has a rocect inderendent income. He attended 
the Faculty of Nedirine of the University of Hanoi for 6 years, but prior to 
“ceiving his doctorate he was expelled - presumably because of his "“anti-French 
activities, He has no’ been outside of Indochina, excert for a trip to HongkorZ 
4p 1937 Avring which he cirected the first Vietnamese cinema film ever rroduced s 
St was net a brilliant success. He is a practising psychiatrist. He has devoted 
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most of the last 20 years to a study of "Human Science's; in this study he 

has been more or less uncer the influence of the writings anc doctrines of 

the late Alexis Carrel. Thien is anti-Preneh and anti-Communist. 44 one 

tine he worked vith the VNQDD = not beeause he thourkt well of them, but 
secause of his Cisrust with the Communists of the Vietminh. He is the Delegate 
from Haiphong to the Naticnal Assembly; however, this is a position of no real 
importance as the National Assrmbly is rurely a rubber stamp. He is at present 
in Tuyen Quang (105-14, 21-48). The Vietrinh regard him as dangerovs, and 
watch him clorely. He is not outrardly active in politics but is secretly 
busy perfecting his program, methods, an’ organization. He has about 50 
followers in his immediate entourage, most of them former associates and class- 
mates at the University; they are all intellectuals. He is a clever, witty, 
an? learned ran. In adcition to Annamese and French, he sreaks, reads, and 
writes English, Cerran, Chinese, and Japanese. 


Saeond most important is EHAN tat My. He was horn in 1913 in Tonkin, of a 
family of very small shorkeerers. He was educated in Catholic schools in 
daiphong and Hanoi, and studied journalism throvgh correspondence courses from 
Paris. From 1936 te 1938 te was the rost suecessful rerorter for TI NOL 
(The News), which was Hanoi's leading Gaily newspaper. His articles frequently 
d-alt with the corruption of the Mandarinate and the activities of bandits. In 
1/37 he became manager of a large French arricultural concession ir the Tonkin 
‘olta. This concession belonred to Nr. Laricque, who war Hai:hong's richest 
e.tizen. Despite the fact that at the outset ky had no knowledge of arriculture., 
“iS business acumen, fpeneral intelligence and ability to control labor were so 
~-aat that he quickly rade a preat success of the concession, and was considered 
“4ispensable by the owner. Borroving money From the ovner of the concessicn, 
‘; rurehased a large coneession in the neirhborhece for himself. He eontinued 
“0 manare Laricque's concession until 1945, and at the same time made a creat 
“nancial success of his omn. This concessicn has in fact becore a sort of 
.tivate emrirc. Te believes that the exrerience acquired in cealing with the 
‘evge number of his employees - for whom he is at once employer, jucre, 
-bitrator, Coctor, banker, teacher = hes taught him practical politics; and 
hat he can apply the same methods to national politics later on. In additicn 
-; Annamese, he sreaks, reads, anc writes French and Chinese; he reads and writes, 
/us Goes not speak, English. Ie has had little or ro relations vith the Victminh 
cept for making forced "voluntary" contributions to them, like other rich men. 


Another important rember of the organization is TRAN van Phan. He was born in 
Heiphone in 1914, of a very poor family. He received Fis secordary education 


in Nairhong and Hanci, but left school at 20 anc did not‘attend a university. 


Fe studjed' literature rrivetely with the famcus reet TAN Da. Until 1940 he 
crbinued to devote himself to literature and the writing of poetry; during tris 
_ fod he remained very roor. Turing the Jaranese ocevupaticn, he became a 
woitreetor for tre Jaranese. He used this rositicn not only for the purpese of 
naxing money for himself and kis associates, hut alsé for spying uron the Japanese 
ove seerctly frustrating their plans. He was very bole in stcaling secret 

tuments, cameras, anc weapons from the Jarancse, and turning them over te the 

ii-Jaranese un‘erground. At the tire of the Japanese surrender, he turned over 

. carpe supply of Japanese arms te the Victminh. He subsequently began to view 
oi th alarm the Communist tendencies of the Vietminh. He is now in Haiphong where 
ha ds extremely popular rith the Vietnamese people. The Vietrinh are suspicious 
of hir. He does not read or speak English. 


Still another important member of the Tan Dan Chu Dane is TRAN van Qui, He was 
“orn jn 1912 in Tonkin of a rich family of merchants. He has never been abroad. 
fis formal educaticn was confined to secondary schools in Tonkin. He is self- 
rAueated in TFnglish. In the lste 1930's he entered the printing business in 

‘ anoi and became the owner of a share in LE van Tan's publishing house; LE van Tan 
is a rich an’ unscrupulous business man, cf neo political importance. In the 
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autumn cf 1945, Qui became the rrincipal assistant to TRAN van Pinh (see 
par. 12(1) ) in the "Vietnam-American Friendship Association, and published 
the monthly magazine of this Association at the LE van Tan publishing house. 
His present whereabouts are unknown, but he is probably still in Hanoi. 


There are 8 other irrortant members of the Tan Dan Chu Dang who for the 
present wish their connection with the organization to remain unknown. They 
themselves are all well-known intellectuals or technicians. Several of them 
have in the past worked their way to France an@ Germany = by taking positions 
as stewards on passenrer vessels, or other obscure rositicns. The majority of 
them are now moderately wealthy. 


FINANCTS \ 


The Tan Dan Cru Dang recognizes the necessity for having a large budget to 
conduct its activities. It has heen amply financed in the past, and expects 
to continue to be so, by a number of exceecinrly wealthy Vietnamese who have 
been outwardly mere or less cooperating with the Vietminh, Most of these 
wealthy persons concern themselves little with politics, but have a deep 
‘istrust of Communism. The Tan Dan Chu Dang hopes, therefore, that they will 
continue to contribute handsorely, but that they will not attempt to control 
the organizaticn politically, These wealthy donors may he divided into 2 
categorics: (a) "honest" contributors (b) "dishonest" contributors. The 
contributions of hoth caterorices are cheerfully accerted, but an attempt is 
mace to prevent the "dishonest" contributors from acquiring any persona. 
influence in the organization. 


"HONFST" COrTRIRUTORS 


(1) TRI™Hvan Pinh, Vice Minister of Finance in the rresent Vietnam Government. 
Aged 42.(Canton Note: Binh yas previously reportec as being aged 50, but it is 
believed that 4°? is more accurate). THINIvan Pinh in the autumn oi L945 
became President of the Vietnam'Arerican Friendship Association*, This 
Associatien became inactive in January, 146, after having issued 4 numbers 
of its monthly magazine, but it is still officially alive. 


(2) TRINHvan Po, ared 39, brother of Pinh, a rich Hanoi merchant. 

(2) Madare HOA Tuong, aged 4?, a clever an? wealthy widow. She has 2 sons who 
are students in Hongkong. 

(4) PHAN duc Ar, aged 2&, orner cf coalmines anc junks, Hanoi and Haiphong. 

(5) IF @ue Pao, apec 34, banker, money~-changer, and gold dealer, now in the 
Vietminh-controlled area of Annan. 

(6) VI bone Poan, aged 60, owner of 4 tanneries, 


(7) "GUYET son Ha, aed 45, owner of the Anchor Paint Corrany, Hanoi, 
"DISEC'™ 3T" COvTRITUTORS 


(1) Frar te "ong, ared 50, formerly a protege of General Catroux, A vory wealthy 
and unsernsy lous rerchant; his food bekavicur is now heing vouched by the 
vrothers TRI"! van Pinh and TRINH van Poy who are pranting him provisional 

_Tretecticn. Mow in Cao Pang (106-16, 22-39) 

(7) roar Ta, are? 51, When General Decoux was in office he was Feac of the Youth 

Eovercnt sronsored by the French. In this eonrection, he was editor of the 

. tarazine Jeunesse et Scorts, for which he received large storks cf parer at 
the cortrol-price; he sol¢ the major part of this rarer in the black market 
at a handsome personal rrofit. He also ran a hostel for the Youth Movement, 
and profited similarly on stocks of ric> received at the official yrice. He 
has little interest in polities, He possesses considerable informaticn and 
dossiers reparding the French. 

(3) PRING huy Cuong, aged 39, owner of the Gecko Paint Factory, Hanoi. 

(4) LF van Tan (see paraprarh 9). 
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